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lie threw his personal influence, which was great, against the rapidly developing secession sentiment; and in his official position he was unyielding. To emphasize his earnestness in the matter, he at once applied to the governor of Pennsylvania, his native Slate, for a command in the volunteers then being raised for service ; and while awaiting an answer to his application he devoted himself to encouraging and .spreading Union sentiments in California. By public speeches and by loyal example the young patriot labored in the midst of an unfriendly community, performing services that were of the greatest value in retaining California in its place in the Union. His course met the approval of the government and of the loyal people of the whole country.
In his course at this time, Captain Hancock was true to the traditions of his family and to the teachings of his youth. He displayed the qualities of high honor, of strict conscientiousness, and of inflexible devotion to duty which marked his conduct from his very boyhood days, and which later developed so grandly in a wider Held.
In the Hurry and demoralization of the opening days of the war for the Union, Captain Hancock's request for a command in the Pennsylvania volunteers lay for some time unanswered. But his was not a spirit to brook inaction. With North and South simultaneously rising to arms, his impulse urged him irresistibly to aharc the conflict. With the government to which he had sworn allegiance in danger, his sword could not rest undrawn in its defence. character of the man displayed itself.   He declared himself without hesitation.ess.
